
MINUTES OF TOWN HALL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF LUFKIN, TEXAS, HELD ON THE

23RD DAY OF MARCH, 1995AT 6:00 P. M

.

On the 23rd day of March, 1995 the City Council of the City of Lufkin, Texas,
convenedin a Town Hall meetinginthe Council Chambersof City Hall with the
following membersthereof,to wit:

Louis A. Bronaugh Mayor
PercySimond,Jr. Councilman,Ward No. 1
Larry Kegler Councilman,Ward No. 3
Bob Bowman Councilman,Ward No. 4
JackGorden,Jr. Councilman,Ward No. 5
Tucker Weems Councilman,Ward No. 6
C. G. Maclin City Manager
Ron Wesch Asst. City Manager/PW
StephenAbraham City Planner
Kenneth Vann City Engineer
Atha Stokes City Secretary

beingpresent,and

Don Boyd Mayor pro tem

beingabsentwhenthe following businesswastransacted.

Mayor Bronaughrequestedthat thosewishing to speakto keep their commentsto
three(3) minutes. Mayor Bronaughstatedthat we arenot here to placeblameor
bashanybodyin particular,but are hereto solve someproblemswithin the City of
Lufkin. Mayor Bronaughstatedthat this meeting is being recordedand the
minutes will be madeavailable to engineersin the City, and any other engineers
who desireto participate,and thenwe will solicit requestsfor proposals. Mayor
Bronaughstatedthat the Council will thenseewhat can be done regardingthese
problemsastheypreparefor the 1995-96budgetyear. Mayor Bronaughstatedthat
Council and staff havealready begun implementingsomeprogramsrelatedto the
drainageproblems. Recentlythe City hasreceiveda commitmentfrom the prison
systemin Diboll that will makeavailablefrom eight to twelve inmateswho will be
assignedto cleaningout drainageditches. Mayor Bronaughstatedthat the City
will appreciatethe help of residentsin identifying the “hot spots’, which is very
important, and he urged the neighborsand neighborhoodsto cooperatewith the
City andCounty to seethat theseproblemsare corrected. Mayor Bronaughstated
that any helpgiven by theneighborhoodswill be greatlyappreciated.

Mayor Bronaugh statedthat the remainderof the meetingwould be devotedto
hearing from area residents,and requestedthat eachpersonwho was to speak
identify themselvesand give their addressfor the record.

Jim Foreman,who lives at 1321 SueDrive, statedthat his wife had plannedto make
this presentationto Council but wasunableto due to the deathof her motherearlier
in the day. Mr. Foremanstated that his property was located in the Dodson
addition, where he hasexperiencedrainageproblemsand flooding for the past 38
years. Mr. Foremanstatedthat over thelast 10 yearshe hashadwater in his home
on four or five occasions. Mr. Foremanstatedthat Mr. Dodson installed the
drainagesystemin the neighborhoodin 1957, and City workers had crawledin the
joints to cementthem together(this was to stop the sink holesin the yards). Mr.
Foremanstatedthat the drainagesystemrunspast his homeand two other houses
and servesapproximately 50 housesin the subdivision (Mr. Foremanprovided
Council picturesof the drainageproblemsthat weretakenby his wife.)

Mr. Foremanstated that Mrs. Foremanhad written a letter to the Mayor and
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Councilmembersconcerning the drainageproblems, and some of the things he
would say would be repetitious. Mr. Foremanstatedthat someof the pictures
include a portion of HurricaneCreek. Mr. Foremanstatedthathe doesnot havea
solution to the problems, but have had City employeescome out on several
occasionsover the last four or five years, and they have looked and talked about
the situation, and have evenmade suggestionsabout deviating the water. Mr.
Foremanstatedthat from his observationhe could not seeanything that the City
has done to alleviate the problems. Mr. Foremanstatedthat the layout of the
drainagepipesis the sameasit wasin themid-’80s up to today.

Larry Norwood, a residentof the EnglewoodAddition, residing at 1011 Linkwood,
statedthat staff had receiveda letter earlier in the week from one of his neighbors
who was complaining about the flooding conditions in the neighborhood. Mr.
Norwood statedthathe hadjuststoppedby his attorneysoffice (Larry Byrd) andMr.
Maclin and the City Council will be receiving a letter from Mr. Byrd regarding
flooding conditions in the neighborhoodin detail. Mr. Norwood statedthat a
letter of demandhad alsobeensentto Mr. Bryant,the builder of the EnglewoodIII
addition, which lies directly behindLinkwood.

Mr. Norwood referredto a handoutof a map of the EnglewoodAddition that he
had passedout to Councilmembers. Mr. Norwood statedthat the heavyblack line
starting at the top of the page and going all the way around the subdivision
representsa small creekor drainageditch that hasbeentherefor manyyears. Mr.
Norwood statedthat at the time of heavyrainsit is alwaysflooded in this area. Mr.
Norwood statedthat there are two pink shadedareas(one in the middle of the
developmentand onealong the left handsideof the page),which were flood pools
anytime it rains in their neighborhood(before the neighborhoodwas developed).
Mr. Norwood statedthat any time therewas a rain, theseareaswould act as a
natural holding pond for flood watersand run off. Mr. Norwood statedthat
therehasbeena lot of developmentin EnglewoodIII for thepasttwo years, andthe
black squaresindicatea lot of building in the middle of what usedto be the major
flood pond in the area. Mr. Norwood statedthat to theleft is Linkwood Drive and
the five housesalong that arearepresentthe clients in their case. Mr. Norwood
statedthat directly behind this areais a pink line, and the heavy dark line is an
earthendike that hasbeentherefor more than20 years. Betweenthe heavy line
and the houses,directly behindthe dike wasa concretewall topped off by concrete
cinder blocks,which helpedretain the earthendike as well as hold back the flood
waters that usedto collect in the pond behind. Mr. Norwood statedthat the red
square along the dike representsholescut in the dike by the developer,where he
went in with a backhoeand cut holescompletelythroughthe dike to allow drainage
from his propertyback into their propertyon Linkwood. Mr. Norwood statedthat
he and the other four peoplerepresentedin the caseareasking the City to stop all
developmentin that areauntil proper drainagecanbe madefrom the Englewood
III addition into thedrainageditch that is shownat thebottomof thepage.

In responseto questionby CouncilmanBowman, Mr. Norwood statedthat some20
years ago there was a lake on the property known as the CunninghamLake.
Mayor Bronaughstatedthat the dike usedto be the damon CunninghamLake.

Mr. Norwood statedthat at the top of Englewood Drive there is a natural slope
down hill towards the heavypink areain the middle shown on the map. Mr.
Norwood stated that the area all around slopes towards the middle of the
EnglewoodIII development.

Mr. Norwoodstatedthat thereis only onedrainageditch to takethe water that flows
from eitherend of Linkwood down to the middle of the addition.

KennethBarnett,who residesat 2001 Hanks Street,statedthat his househad been
flooded threetimes in the 17 years he has lived there. Mr. Barnett statedthat
during the last rain his neighborsacrossthe street got 1 - 2’ of water in their houses.
Mr. Barnettstatedthat the creekthat runs betweenHanksStreetand Copelandhas

03/23/95 Page 2



tributaries coming in off the Loop and off of Allendale,which is behindhis house.
Mr. Barnett statedhe knows that construction cannot be stopped, but when
WoodlandHeights Hospital, Blue BonnetSavings and all the Doctors offices are
built it will contribute to runoff by taking away the ground cover. Mr. Barnett
statedthat becauseof this his neighborhoodis getting more and more water. Mr.
Barnett statedthat thereis a consensusof opinion amongthe neighborsthat when
the waterstartsbackingup on thebridgeoff of FM 1336it hasno placeto go. Mr.
Barnettstatedthat FM 1336(GobblersKnob Road) getsfloodedout and actsasa levy,
and until there is an addition of someculverts put underneaththis road so that
whenthe water doesrise it will have someway it can crossthe road besidesgoing
over it and actingasa levy. Mr. Barnettstatedthat therewill be morerun off from
the Brookhollow Subdivision that is currently beingdeveloped,and eventually they
will alsobe flooded out. Mr. Barnett statedthat at this time there are treesstuck
under the bridge on FM 1336, but cleaningout the treeswill not solve the problem
becausethereneedsto bea way to getthewateracrosstheroad.

Mr. Courtney,who lives at 1612 Lilac Street,statedthat he moved from Templeto
Lufkin eight yearsago. Mr. Courtneystatedthat thereis a ditch betweenhimself
and his neighborat 1610 Lilac Streetand whenhe first movedtherethe ditch would
take careof the drainageproblemson his property. Mr. Courtneystatedthat the
past two years the drainageditch hasbecomesecond only to the NechesRiver,
consequentlyhis yard is washingaway. Mr. Courtneystatedthat he had calledthe
City and askedthem to comeout and makerecommendationsasto what will solve
the problem. Mr. Courtneystatedthat the first City employeethat cameout told
him that it wasnot the City’s responsibility, that the ditch was locatedon private
property. Mr. Courtneystatedthat he decided to solve the problemhimself by
dammingup the ditch and turn the wateroff on to someoneelse. Mr. Courtney
stated that the secondCity employee that came out said that the City has an
easementthere. Mr. Courtneystatedthat if this is so, he would like to know what
the City’s responsibility is to keephis propertyfrom washingaway.

Mr. Courtney stated that he was requestingtwo things of the City: (1) a
determinationasto whetheror not the ditch is on privateproperty or if the City has
an easementto the ditch, and, (2) if the City hasno responsibility,he is requesting
permissionfrom the City to build a retainerwall, and he would appreciatehaving
the authorizationshortly so that his contractorcanbeginwork.

Ron Mize, who lives at 1702 HanksStreet,betweenthe Loop andwhere Mr. Barnett
lives. Mr. Mize statedthat he had broughtsomepicturesof the recentflooding and
would like to passthem out for Council to see. Mr. Mize statedthat Hanks Street
was Hanks Creekon the morning of March 7 around 6:00, 7:00 and 8:00 a.m. Mr.
Mize statedthat partof theproblemhasalreadybeenexpressedby Mr. Barnett.

Mr. Mize statedthat CedarCreekcomesin undertheLoop behindhis neighborhood
and shortly after it comesin about100 yardsoff the Loop CedarCreekis gradually
eating its way to HanksStreet. Mr. Mize statedthat with all the high water the
other day all the water could not makethe bend in the creekso it went over into
HanksStreetandturnedit into HanksCreek. Mr. Mize statedthat neighborsdown
the streetwere floodedup to knee deep. Mr. Mize statedthat he waswithin 1 to 3”
of flooding on his end of the street, and he did not even live in the flood plain.
Mr. Mize stated that, in his opinion, the problem is that there is so much
developmentgoing on that asyou go acrossHanksonto Woodlandthereare a lot of
housesin the flood plain. Mr. Mize statedthat he wonderedwhy the developer
who built these house did not have to have a 404 permit to build up their
foundationsto developthepropertybecauseit is classifiedasa wetlands. Mr. Mize
statedthat one developerhasa “spec” housein this areathat he probablywill not be
ableto sell.

Mr. Mize statedthat the more developmentthat is allowedbetweenhis subdivision
and thebackside of Brookhollow (GobblersKnob Road),therewill be morerun off
to be takencareof below him beforethe water inside the Loop can get out. Mr.
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Mize statedthat the City needsto take a strong look at not letting moreareasbe
developeduntil somethingis done aboutthe water drainagesituation. Mr. Mize
statedthat he agreeswith Mr. Barnett that the bridge on GobblersKnob Road is
acting as a levy and the water is restrictedwhere it goesout. Mr. Mize statedthat
the answer is not channelizing the creeks - this would be a bad thing to do
environmentally, in his opinion, and he is a wildlife biologist professionally. Mr.
Mize statedthat it would be a good thing if the creekswerecleanedout.

Mr. Mize statedthat the beavershavebeen girdling treesbehind his property and
they havebeenfalling over on the power lines. Mr. Mize statedthat he hascalled
TU Electric severaltimes in the past 12 or 15 months. Mr. Mize statedthat TU
Electric cameout andcut the treesandput themover in the creek. Mr. Mize stated
that thesemaybe the sametreesthe City will haveto cleanout underthebridgeson
HanksStreetandat GobblersKnob.

Mayor Bronaughaskedif anything was being done about the beaver. Mr. Mize
statedthat, to the bestof his knowledge,nothing wasbeing done, and when the
watergetstoo low the beaverwill damup the creekto keepthewater.

In responseto questionby CouncilmanSimond, Mr. Mize statedthat there is a
FederalAct and in order to build in a flood plain, a designatedwetlandaccordingto
the Wetland Delineation Handbookthat the Corps of Engineers, the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the EPA have, requires a 404 permit from the Corps of
Engineers. Mr. Mize statedthat anything that is classifiedasa designatedwetland
with hydroponicsoils andplants is in a flood plain. Mr. Mize statedthat the more
pavementthereis in theparking area- and the City just approveda dentistsoffice at
the corner of Hanks, and a Credit Union at the corner of Copeland - and the less
natural cover and ground to soakup the moisture, the runoff therewill be and it
will compoundthe drainageproblem.

Bill Royle, who lives at 1108 Live Oak, and was not flooded, but the creekby his
housegot very high and therewasno way to get in andout of the subdivision. Mr.
Royle statedthat, in his opinion, with a little effort and somedrainageon the east
sideof Live Oak Street,thewater couldbe diverted from hitting the creek,therefore,
keepingthe creekfrom getting so high. Mr. Royle statedthat he would be available
to sharehis ideawith City staff. Mr. Royle statedthat it was importantto keepthe
water down where emergencyvehiclescould get into the subdivisionif therewasa
need.

Cy Stapleton,who lives at 1601 HanksStreet,statedthat ever since 1980 whenhe
movedto Lufkin he had comedown to City Hall many times whenpeopleon both
sides of the Loop predictedwhat would happenif the building continued. Mr.
Stapletonstatedthat virtually everythingthat the residentsin this areahave said
wasgoing to happen,hashappened. Mr. Stapletonstatedthat this last rain, because
of the clear cutting of the land on the Loop where the new offices are being built
causedthe water to comeup anotherseveralincheshigher than it had in previous
years. Mr. Stapletonstatedthat, in his opinion, the only thing that canbe done
aboutthe flooding problemis to have a moratoriumof any kind in that areauntil
the City can determinewhat it will taketo fix the problem - and fix the problem.
Mr. Stapletonstatedthat he realized that as City Councilmenthey have certain
protection from legal recoursein the decisionsthat they make,but in a situation
where the decisions they make appearto be intentionally to destroy the area
residentsproperty thereshouldbe somesort of liability thereand the bestsolution
to handling this problem is to stop any building in the areauntil suchtime as
Council correctsthe problem. Mr. Stapletonstatedthat the residentshad not
causedtheproblembut hadtried to stop it yearsago.

Murlene Davis,who lives at 1513 5. Broadmoor,statedthat 24 homeswere flooded
in the MantoothAddition on March 7. Mrs. Davis statedthat Broadmoor is a
circular streetwhich canbe reachedfrom Lotus Lane, Grove, Mantooth and Perry
Streets. Mrs. Davis statedthat the water comesdownthe hill from Mantoothand

03/23/95 Page 4



Grove Street,from a creekon Lotus Lane and all the excesswater from FrankStreet
and finally the creekon PerryStreet. Mrs. Davis statedthat, in her opinion, if the
two creekswere cleanedout the problemwould be eliminated. Mrs. Davis stated
that this is thefirst time this areahasflooded since1982 andgotten in thehouses.

MelissaChumley,who lives at 1705 Hanks Street,statedthat shelives betweenMr.
Mize and Mr. Barnett,and they havecoveredeverythingshewasgoing to say. Ms.
Chumleystatedthat shehadbroughta video of the flooding andwould like to show
it to the Council. Ms. Chumley statedthat she did not have any flooding in her
home until a City vehicle camedown the streetat a high rateof speedwashingthe
water into her garage. (Mayor Bronaugh statedthat the video will be made
available to those in the audiencewho were not ableto seefrom where they were
seated.) Mayor Bronaughstatedthat March 7 was indeeduniquefor the City of
Lufkin and all of East Texas,becauseof the rain four or five daysand saturatedthe
ground prior to March 7 when it rained 4 1/2 to 6” of rain within the City limits of
Lufkin.

Marita Powers,who lives at 1105 Jones,statedthat the corner of Jones,Hunters
Creek and Harbuck, right by HurricaneCreekwhere the new bridge was built in
1986, the rails on thebridge wereunderwater on March 7th. Ms. Powersstatedthat
on March 14th the creekbackedup and cameacrossthe street. Ms. Powersstated
that Hunters Creek is the problem for her end of Englewood,becausethe water
comesdown the streetrather thanthe creek. Ms. Powersstatedthat shehasseen
largelogs float down the street. Ms. Powersstatedthat thereare treesacrossthe
creekand someof the residentsratherthanbag their leavesand limbs dump them
into the creek. Ms. Powersstatedthat Mr. Norwood’s solution to help the upper
end of Englewoodwould just throw morewateron the residentsin the lower end of
the addition. Ms. Powersstatedthat shewould appreciate the creeksbeingcleaned
out becauseit is no fun to be flooded.

JamesLawrence,who lives at 2101 5. Chestnut,statedthat he would first like to
requestthat the documenthe presentedto Council on Tuesdaynight be included in
this meeting. Mr. Lawrencestatedthat, in his opinion, the City hastwo problems -

(1) the immediateaction to clean out someof the creeksand (2) to do somelong
rangeplanning. Mr. Lawrencestatedthat it might takemore than the minimum
standardsthat the Planning & Zoning Commissionoperateunder now. Mr.
Lawrencestatedthat the P & Z shouldbe givenmore authority to makeit harderto
damageour neighborswith what we do. Mr. Lawrence statedthat Lufkin is
growing andif stepsarenot takenfor the future, this flooding could be minor.

Tim Minahan,who lives at 110 Lost PinesCircle, statedthat picture #1 is takenat
105 EnglewoodStreetwheretherearethreeculvertsunderthe street. Oneculvert
is completelystoppedup andone is half stoppedup and the approachto it hasabout
15 to 20 yardsof sediment. Mr. Minahanstatedthat pictures2 and 3 are takenat
303 Englewoodand thereare threeditchesand the culverts arestoppedup. Mr.
Minahanstatedthat the personliving at 307 Englewoodhad all the pinesremoved
from his property in Februaryand the loggerstook the logs and donatedthe limbs
and leavesto the City in the ditch. Mr. Minahanstatedthat he calledthe logger to
comeout and seetheproblem and he (the logger) took his logs out andpulled them
on to Lost Pine Circle in the mud becausehe did not want to tearup the yard at 307
Englewood. Mr. Minahanstatedthat a gentlemancameout from the City and he
went out with him and they hadto get a front end loaderto get the mud out of the
200 block of Lost PinesCircle. Mr. Minahanstatedthat the mud preventedthe
senior citizens in the neighborhoodfrom walking. Mr. Minahan statedthat no
one took out the logs at 303 Englewood until the morning of the flood and then it
was too late. Mr. Minahan stated that pictures4, 5 and 6 are taken at the
intersectionof Englewoodand Cunninghamand this is where the problemstarts.
Mr. Minahan statedthat the City decidedto drain the 600, 700, and 800 block of
Cunninghaminto the 700 block of Englewood. Oneside of the streetis caving in
on theunderground. On the Englewoodsideof the streetit is stoppedup and there
is a back up of dirt that will take two dump trucks to haul off in the ditch. Mr.
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Minahan statedthat starting thereand going aroundbehind the 700, 600 and 500
block of Englewood on the northeastside the drainageditch is stoppedup. Mr.
Minahan statedthat whenyou find 5” and 6” treesgrowing in a drainageditch it
seemsthat someoneis a little lax. Mr. Minahan statedthat becauseof the water
beingstoppedup thereis also a problemwith mosquitos. Mr. Minahanstatedthat
someonehasstoppedup a ditch by building a walkway acrosstheditch, therefore,all
the water coming off of Cunninghamis now going into the 700 block of Englewood
and immediatelygoing into the 200 block of Lost PinesCircle. Mr. Minahanstated
that the water is coming from the breakin the dike wall and is going down to the
ditch betweenthe 100 and200 blockof Lost PinesCircle. Mr. Minahanstatedthat
the ditch that comesaroundthroughEnglewoodIII is stoppedup everywhere,and it
is a deep ditch, 10 - 12’ deep. Mr. Minahan statedthat pictures7, 8 and 9 are
approximately150-200’ from the 200-100curb of Lost PinesCircle wherethe other
ditch joins this ditch going towardsthe 300 block of Englewood. Mr. Minahan
statedthat, in his opinion, this ditch canbe cleanedout now, free of charge,with
assistancefrom inmates. Mr. Minahan statedthat the costwould be minimal and
all that is neededis a truck, backhoeandsomechainsaws.

Bonnie Rayburn stated that she has owned commercial property at 802 5.
TimberlandDrive for 26 yearsand shehasbeenflooded everyyear. Mrs. Rayburn
statedthat shehasrecentlyremodelledher building becauseof extensivestructural
damageto the inside of the walls that are flooded everyyear. Mrs. Rayburnstated
that cleaning out the drains will not help becausethe drainageis not good there
anyway. Mrs. Rayburnstatedthat thereis onesmall drain that sheknowsof that is
betweenherpropertyandTimberlandPharmacy. Mrs. Rayburnstatedthat shehas
cometo the City so many times requestinghelp but nothing is ever done. Mrs.
Rayburnstatedthat what is neededis a drainagesystemto accommodateall the new
parking lots andbusinesses.

JettaWesterholm statedthat she is presentrepresentingher daughterJennifer
Conwaywho lives at 1309 Wildbriar, and her mothershouseon Turtle Creek that
was flooded. Mrs. Westerholmstatedthat her grandsonwoke up with his bed
floating and him on it. Mrs. Westerholmstatedthat therewas17” of water in the
houseand her daughterleft the houseout of a bedroomwindow in a trolling motor
boat. Mrs. Westerholm statedthat the water was going acrossLoop 287 at
Wildbriar and Reen. Mrs. Westerholmstatedthat shebroughtpictures of the
flooding and onepicture of her daughter’shouseon the front pageof the newspaper
showing the water line on the bricks. Mrs. Westerholmstatedthat her daughter’s
minivan and her son-in-law’spickup truck had water all in them.

J. L. Scarborough,representinghis sister Alice Joneswho lives at 1005 Linkwood,
statedthat he had a coupleof questions. Mr. Scarboroughaskedif the property
wherethe levy is locatedbelongto the City or doesit belongto the property owners
there? Mayor Bronaughstatedthat he would ratheranswerthis questionafter
staff had time to researchthis. Mr. Scarboroughaskedif therewasa permit issued
to dig the ditchesin the levy? Mr. Scarboroughstatedthat he would also like to
know officially who dug the ditches. Mr. Scarboroughstatedthat this hascaused
the immediateproblembecauseof the debris that camethrough the ditchesdug in
the levy.

Billy Kimble, who lives at 1515 5. Broadmoor,statedthat most of the questionshave
beenaskedthat he wantedto askalready. Mr. Kimble statedthat he works for TU
Electric and wantedto clarify that sometimeswhen TU Electric cuts the treesthe
City comesand cleansup the debris. Mr. Kimble statedthat therearesometrees
that havebeenwashedup in the creekthat havebeencalled in to the City but they
haven’tbeentakencareof.

Helen Whitley, who lives at 204 Cunningham, statedthat she moved into this
addition in 1982. Mrs. Whitley statedthat in the 100 block of Englewoodthereis a
large drainageditch, it goesunder Englewood and probably 150’ into Hurricane
Creek,but a former residentgot a permit from the City to fill up the ditch, and he
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also built a solid woodenfence down to the ground. Mrs. Whitley statedthat
becauseof the fencethe water cannotfollow the natural flow. Mrs. Whitley stated
that the answerto this problem is not that “it rainedall over town.” Mrs. Whitley
statedthat her garageflooded twice afterthe City issuedthe permit for the drainage
ditch to be filled in. Mrs. Whitley statedthat during the big rain the water turned
and camedown Cunninghamwanting to comeinto the naturalditch that was there
but hasbeenfilled up. Mrs. Whitley statedthat her husbandhadbeeninformedby
Ron Weschthat the ditch that had been filled up wason private propertyand the
City could not do anything aboutit. Mrs. Whitley statedthat the City doeshave
control over the permits that allowed the ditch to be filled up. Mrs. Whitley
statedthat during the flooding she got 4” of water in her houseand have spent
$4,000 for the water damage,and this doesnot include their vehicles. Mrs.
Whitley statedthat shewas told by her homeownersinsurancecarrier that this area
was not a flood plain zone. Mrs. Whitley statedthat shewantedto know whenthis
becamea flood plain zone. Mrs. Whitley statedthat thereareelevenhousesin
that block of Englewoodandnine of them were flooded. Mrs. Whitley statedthat
her husbandhas dug a small ditch in their yard and built up a hump in the
driveway to try to keep the water draining off of their property. Mrs. Whitley
statedthat shewasaskingthe City to openup theditch that wasclosed.

GlendaSmiley, who lives at 409 Trailwood Circle, statedthat Crooked Creekruns
behindher house. Mrs. Smiley statedthat shedid not get water in her housebut
someof her neighborsdid. Ms. Smiley suggestedthat the City organizesomelong
rangecommitteesto dealwith the drainageproblems. Mrs. Smiley statedthat she
knewthat this would be a monumentaltaskandburdenon the tax payersbut it was
worth the effort.

JamesPoskey,who lives at 113 Norris Street,spoke to Council about drainage
problems on his property. Mr. Poskeydid not speakfrom the podium and his
commentswere not recorded.

Dan Jones,who lives at 1009 JonesStreet,statedthat he had lived in the Englewood
Subdivisionfor 25 years. Mr. Jonesstatedthat he wasoneof the lucky onesbecause
he did not get anywater in his house. Mr. Jonesstatedthat the City issuespermits
when housesare built and also when renovationis done. Mr. Jonespresented
some pictures of the a housethat was being renovatedand how the materials
floated away during the rain. Mr. Jonessuggestedthat the City, at the time they
issue a building permit, make some requirementof the builder to securethe
building materialsat the site.

C. L. Matthews statedthat he was representingM & M Propertieswho own a house
at 509 White Oak. Mr. Matthews statedthat when all the water that comesdown
from Sunset, and off of Feagin, and the creekfrom thepark meetthe water is up to
his billfold. Mr. Matthewsstatedthat this pastrain was the worst flooding on his
property. Mr. Matthewsstatedthat he visited the sitewherethe new culvertsand
bridge wasbeing installedon Tom Templeand he told the menwho were working
that they were “creatinga monster”, and the water would flood his house,and at
6:00 a.m. the next morning the housewas flooded. Mr. Matthews statedthat the
menhad actuallybuilt a dam, but the waterblew it out whentherains came. Mr.
Matthewsstatedthat thenewbridgewill createa major problemfor his property.

PrestonWestbrook,who lives at 2305 HanksStreet,statedthat the Hanks problem
had beendiscussedon the otherend of the street. Mr. Westbrookstatedthat he
lives at the second house on Hanks where Woodland Street deadends. Mr.
Westbrookstatedthat therearea coupleof drain systemson either side of the road
but they are not big enoughto take careof the water. Mr. Westbrookstatedthat
everytimeit comesa heavy rain the water comesup to his driveway. This time it
jumped the curb and he had 6” in the garageand 2” in the house. The corner
househad 10-12” of water. Mr. Westbrookstatedthat a coupleof yearsago, the
manwho lived in the cornerhousehad the City to comein and dig a ditch at the
end of the streetwhere Woodlanddeadendsacrossthe woods to the creek,which
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relieveda lot of the problem. Mr. Westbrookstatedthat the ditch is eitherstopped
up now, or they did not get it wide enoughto startwith, becauseit is backingup in
front of his house. Mr. Westbrook stated that when the water backs up an
emergencyvehiclewould not beableto get in.

Jim Gangsted,who lives at 103 Norris, statedthat his houseneverflooded until the
Lufkin Mall wasbuilt. Mr. Gangstedstatedthat it hasgottenprogressivelyworse
since PineCrestandTargetwere built. Mr. Gangstedstatedthatwith thewidening
of Feaginit will add morewater. Mr. Gangstedstatedthat thereis a damdownby
Fire Station No. 4. Mr. Ganstedstatedthat he had broughta video of the water
flooding the Loop in front of Fire StationNo. 4 at HurricaneCreek. Mr. Gangsted
pointed out the differencein elevationasshown on the video.

GeneTate,who lives at 1305 Reen,statedthat his housewas the fourth housefrom
the Loop. Mr. Tatestatedthat the Mayor hadrequestedthat no oneplaceblamebut
he wasgoing to lay blameright on theCity Council. Mr. Tate statedthat goingback
as far as 1981 whenthe City Council was presenteda letter by Sam Griffin who at
that time was the Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Commission. An excerpt
from the letter says: “Great concernhasbeenexpressedby both the residents and
Planning & Zoning Commissionmembersregarding flooding experiencedin the
areaof CedarCreek. It is recommendedthat a completebasinstudyof CedarCreek
be made by a qualified engineering firm to provide the Planning & Zoning
Commission with knowledge to make further recommendationsthroughout the
basinwhich will also effect the southwestLoop. The Commissionwill makethose
recommendationson thebasisof the knowledgeof the flooding potential.”

Mr. Tatestatedthat he had appearedbeforethe City Council on numerousoccasions
complaining about the flooding. Mr. Tatestatedthat on November15, 1988 with
the roll back tax election coming up the City Council delayed the study until
January, butJanuaryof whatyear? Mr. Tatestatedthat that was in 1988andhereit
is 1995 and the studyhasnot beenconsidered, Mr. Tatestatedthat sincethat time,
in January,1990, through meetingsof the City Council, HarveyWesterholmand the
Highway Department,the problemwas studiedand the Highway Departmenthas
put additional drainageunderthe Loop during that time. Mr. Tatestatedthat at
the time that the Highway Departmentlet the City know what they were going to
do, they madethe statementthat they knew that the City did not haveany plansto
do a study of the northernsectionof the CedarCreekbasin. Mr. Tatestatedthat it
was the Highway Department’srecommendationthat the City not considerany
further developmentin that areauntil a drainagestudywas made. Mr. Tatestated
that this last experiencewas a terrible experience,with 10” of water in his house.
Mr. Tatestatedthat he had 1200 SF of carpetsitting on the curb waiting to bepicked
up. Mr. Tate statedthat there is anotherproblemin his areaand it was drainage
from the St. Cyprian’s School. This was addressedat the time the Highway
Departmentwas making their study on the drainageunder the Loop. Mr. Tate
stated that the water comes fast enoughfrom St. Cyprian’s to his property fast
enoughthat it actually cuts a channelthrough the water and brings it down his
drive. Mr. Tatestateda building madeout of heavytimber, approximately10-12’
long, weighing 300 or 400 poundswas carried by flood waters acrossthe street,
upstreamand depositedit in a flower bed in his yard 150’ upstreamfrom where it
cameout. Mr. Tate statedthat at the time the Highway Department’sdrainage
systemwasdeveloped,the City said they were going to talk to St. Cyprian’s and get
them to redirect the water whereit would not come downbetweenthe housesand
come into his driveway. Mr. Tate statedthat he was awarethat this is private
property, but this is the statementthatwasmadeto him by the City.

Mr. Tatestatedthat his son is in the carpetcleaningbusinessin Austin, specializing
in flood and waterdamage. Mr. Tatestatedthat his songot to his houseat 3:30 in
the afternoon from Austin and workedwith them for threedaysand when it was
completehe told him that if they had flood insurancehe would estimatetheir claim
in the neighborhoodof $30,000. Mr. Tatestatedthat that is getting everything in
the house put back to where it should be, water marks off the baseboard,the
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replacementof drywall, reworking the furniture by professionals. Mr. Tatestated
that unlessthe City stopsfurther developmentclear up into the northernsectionof
CedarCreek, theywill continueto haveflooding in that area. Mr. Tatestatedthat
flood insuranceis prohibitive in cost. Mr. Tatestatedthat he estimatesthat if he
hadbeenableto get insurancein 1985, whenhe wasflooded the first time, he would
havespentwell over $5,000just for the insurance. Mr. Tatestatedthat on top of
your insurancepremiumsyou havea deductibleof around$1,500.

Mr. Tate statedthat therewasone thing the City was going to considerwhenthey
postponedthe drainagestudy. EverettGriffith & Associateshad submitteda bid at
$9,400 for the drainagestudy. Therewas$167,000in a fund that could havebeen
used. The top bid for the studywas$63,000. Mr. Tatestatedthat EGA could have
done the study very quickly becausethey had the biggestpercentagenecessaryto
conduct the study already in their computersand all they neededto do was to
develop it a little further. Mr. Tate statedthat the City had wastedan excellent
opportunity to have a study doneand to do somethingaboutthe drainageproblem.
Plus the fact that when the Highway Department asked the City to do a
developmentstudy and not do any further developmentuntil it is done, and the
Planning & Zoning Commission,anytime a commercialdevelopmentcomesalong
they are“gung-ho” for it.

Mr. Tate statedthat thereneedsto be a moratoriumon building until somethingis
doneaboutthe drainageproblems.

L. C. Sanches,who lives at 910 Chestnut,statedthat he wanted to know who is
responsiblefor building ChestnutStreetat this presenttime. (The answerwas,the
State.) Mr. Sanchesaskedwho wasresponsiblefor the water. Mayor Bronaugh
statedthat thesequestionswould be answeredat a later time.

Mr. Sanchesstatedthat he getsfloodedevery time it rains,evenbeforethe last rain.
Mr. Sanchesstatedthat he had spokento Mr. Weschand lookedat the plans when
they put in the drainagesystem. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat they had put in six drops
on a 28” line off the street. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat anyoneshouldknow that you
cannotput that muchwater in onelittle pipe.

Mr. Sanchesstatedthat he had visited with State officials four times and nothing
hasbeendone. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat when he visited with Ms. Flood of the
Highway Departmentshedid not know where the water was coming from. Mr.
Sanchesstatedthat it is coming from Amy Streetfrom the City Garageunder the
railroad tracks. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat someof the water is comingfrom behind
Dixon Furniture Company and the trailer park. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat the City
installed a 6” line in from Groesbeckall the way up to the alley on Angelina Street
and right downby the side of his house. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat he told them it
wouldn’t work, but they said it would. Mr. Sanchesstated that he hasbeen
flooded eversince,and is still being flooded. Mr. Sanchesaskedwhat he should
do? Mayor Bronaughstatedthat this is not the time for questionsto be answered.
Mayor Bronaughstatedthat at the beginningof the meetingit wasannouncedthat
thesecommentsand questionswould be presentedto the engineers- and the City
will answersomeof the questions,and the State andengineerswill answersomeof
the questionsin an attemptto comeup with a solution. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat
Chestnut is now a “nice” street. Mr. Sanchesstatedthat he offered to give Mr.
Wescha 3 1/2 foot easementif he would get the water off his property, and Mr.
Weschstatedthat he would guaranteethat the water would be takencareof. Mr.
Sanchesaskedthat Mr. Weschput this in writing, but he saidhe couldn’t do that.

Mr. Sanchesstatedthat he went to seeMs. Flood threetimes andshewasnot in, and
shedid not return his telephonecalls.

Maggie Hazelwood.who lives at 320 HuntersCreek,statedthat this is a deadend
streetwith anopenpastureto the sideof herhouse. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat the
pasturetends to drop water down on the kitchen side of her house. Mrs.
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Hazelwood statedthat they had installed a flashing on the kitchen side of their
houseto keep the water from a casualrain from coming in the weep holes and
coming in their house. Mrs. Hazelwood statedthat the flashing hassavedthem
from having to replacetheir floors. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat in the sevenyears
they haveresidedat this locationtheyhavehad flooding threetimes and City sewer
in their housetwo times. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat at the last flooding the creek
besidethem wasfull and going over the bridgeand the waterwasrushing through
with suchspeedand force that it washedout underthe streeton their side of the
bridge and the streethascavedin with a hole big enoughthat her daughter’scar
would havefallen in if shehad attemptedto go acrossit. Mrs. Hazelwoodstated
that they were not ableto park in their driveway becausethey were afraid to cross
the bridge. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat on March 7 they had watercomein over
the flashingon the side of their house(thereare leavescollected in the flashing),
shevacuumedup approximately85 gallonsof waterout of their kitchen floor and
the restof thewater went all over the downstairs. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat she
woke up early enoughto checkon their poodlesand their pillows were floating at
the backdoor. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat over all with the times they havebeen
flooded and the sewerhasbackedup it hascost them closeto $20,000 in the 6 or 7
yearsthey havelived there. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat at this time they do not
haveflood insurance,andmay not be ableto afford it.

Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat they havelookedat building retainerwalls andas far as
where the water is coming from - it is coming from every direction. Mrs.
Hazelwoodstatedthat the railroadties theyhadwerewashedaway;her garbagecans
furnished by the City were found down at her neighborshome but were able to
retrieve them. Mrs. Hazelwoodstatedthat someonefrom the City had comeout
andmadethe statementthat the ditchesneedto be made5 to 6 feet deeper. Mrs.
Hazelwoodstatedthat all threeof their vehicleshad water in them and they were
having to rip up everything in the houseand replaceit. Mrs. Hazelwoodstated
that shewould like to seesomeonecome out and talk about rerouting the water.
The water that comesoff of the property next to her housecomesup at leastwell
over a foot on the sideof their house.

Mayor Bronaugh stated that this has been a time to hear the concernsand/or
complaintsand from that the City staff will gatherasmuch information as possible
and will meet with local engineers. Mayor Bronaughstatedthat the City has
someOrdinancesin placenow that concernconstructionthat effect drainage,some
of them take into considerationthe heights of slabs and retaining ponds, etc.
Mayor Bronaughstatedthat after thesearethings that after theCity staff talks to the
Engineersthereshould be a meetingto explain to thosewho haveproblemswith
high water or flooding canunderstandwhat theCity is doing andwhy they do it the
waytheydo it.

Councilman Bowman stated that there seemsto be a common theme running
through the meetingabout having the ditchescleanedout. CouncilmanBowman
statedthat he doesnot know if this is theCity’s responsibility,but if it is it shouldbe
givenpriority. CouncilmanBowmanstatedthat he did not know if the City hasan
ordinancethat requiresdevelopersto clean ditchesout, and if not, we should try to
developsomethingalong that line and put moreresponsibilityon the developer.

CouncilmanBowmanstatedthat he would like to seethe City identify thoseareas
where commercial developmenthas createda problem. Councilman Bowman
statedthat he would like to seesome solution to the problem with the levy in the
EnglewoodAddition; someoneneedsto be held accountablefor that.

CouncilmanSimond statedthat he had beenwith Mr. Weschfor the last two days
visiting with people who were flooded, and he has been sympatheticand very
responsiveto their problems.

CouncilmanSimond statedthat the peoplewho wereheard tonight are tax payers
and needto be helped. CouncilmanSimond statedthat, in his opinion, this needs

03/23/95 Page 10



to be the first item for discussionat thebudgetworkshop.

Councilman Weems stated that he would like to see Council meet with the
engineersprior to the budgetworkshop.

Mayor Bronaugh statedthat he felt there was somemisunderstandingfrom the
community in what the role of the City is in someof the Planning & Zoning efforts
- certain things that Council is required to do that are mandated,etc. Mayor
Bronaughstatedthat the NeighborhoodAssociationsshouldbe working togetherto
identify theseproblems.

Harold Byrd, who lives at 302 BendingOak,askedwhat help could the City get in
solving theseproblems? Mr. Byrd statedthat the governmentgives out grantsand
would the City beeligible. Mr. Byrd statedthat the problemappearsto startat the
NechesRiver andbacksup. Mr. Byrd statedthat the drainageneedsto be opened
up and if all the creekswould be openedfrom the bottom up, thenthe water could
get out. Mr. Byrd statedthat the City cannotafford to wait ten yearsfor help, they
needto startnow.

City ManagerMaclin statedthat having been a former employeeof the Corps of
Engineersearly in his career,and trying to keep abreastof the grantsthe City would
be availablefor, he did not think the Corpsof Engineersis a legitimate sourceof any
kind of funding or technical assistance. City ManagerMaclin statedthat he has
done someresearchrecently and found that they havebeensomedrainagemaster
plan study funds in the pastprovidedby the TexasWater DevelopmentBoard on a
matchingbasis,andtheCity staff will certainlyexplorethat potential.

Councilman Gorden statedthat he certainly sympathizeswith thosepeople who
havehadwaterproblems.

Mayor Bronaughadjournedmeetingat 8:20 p.m.

Louis A. Bronaugh- Mayor

ATTS:

~/ ‘~u
7Atha Stokes- City Secretary
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